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INTRODUCTION

The Municipal Act provides for the preparation of official community plans for unincorporated
communities under the jurisdiction of a regional district board. An officiai community plan contains
"a statement of broad social, economic and environmental objectives to be achieved by implementation
of the plan and a statement of the policies of the regional board on the general form and character of
the future land use patterns in the area covered by the plan”(Municipal Act, §943). Regional district
boards use official community plans as the basis for other land use regulating bylaws. A regional district
board cannot adopt a bylaw or construct works which are contrary to an official community plan.

COMMUNITY PLAN AREA BOUNDARIES

The area covered by the Official Community Plan includes the entire Moresby Island archipelago
as shown on Map 1. The Plan does not apply to crown land designated as Indian Reserves, National
Park Reserve, in a tree farm licence, within a Provincial Forest pursuant to the Forest Act, or to land
designated in a tree farm certificate under the Assessment Act while the land continues to be so
designated.

Any mineral or mining management activity relating to the exploration or production of minerals,
sand, gravel, coal, or quarries that is classified a "mineral" under the Mineral Tenure Act or a mine
under the Mines Act shall not be restricted by any terms or conditions of this bylaw so long as the
Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources manages the activities and land for that purpose.

The Sandspit/Moresby Island Interim Zoning Bylaw 186, 1989 applies to a portion of the planning
area (map 1). Plan references made to a zoning bylaw refer to Bylaw 186. Definitions in the plan are
consistent with Bylaw 186.

DURATION OF THE PLAN

The Plan has no fixed duration but it should be reviewed every five years. At such times, the
background information should be updated and the objectives and policies amended to reflect the
current philosophy of the Regional Board and the changing attitudes of the residents within the Plan
Area. Procedures to amend the plan and the zoning bylaw are outlined in the Skeena-Queen Charlotte
Regional District Development Approval Procedure Bylaw 230, 1993.

GOALS, OBJECTIVES AND POLICIES

Plan goals, objectives and policies are grouped together under general headings for convenience;
the order is not listed in terms of priority. Each section has a general goal and plan policies that relate
to more specific objectives. :

An associated background document provides the rational for plan policies together with a
community profile. Plan policies are cross referenced to information in the background document.

Where provisions of the Plan concern matters beyond the jurisdiction of the Regional Board, the
senior levels of government are requested to:

a) regard them as the considered wishes of the community and the Regional Board, and

b) use them as guidelines wherever possible for making decisions which affect the community.

‘:%‘xe Moresby Island Official Community Plan, 1995
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Section One: ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

The Regional District Board will work to:

GOAL 1.0: *encourage the management and conservation of natural resources.

Objective 1.1
epreserve both the quality and quantity of local
water sources.

Objective 1.1 a)
protect fish and wildlife habitat areas.

Objective 1.2
*preserve the quality of the community's air space.

Objective 1.3
srespect the natural and urbanized aesthetics of
Moresby Island.

Objective 1.4
edirect development away from lands which are
susceptible to flooding.

Objective 1.5
«direct development away from steep slopes which
are susceptible to land slides.

' i%;y Morebysland Official Comnity !an, 1995
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Policy 1.1.1

* cooperate with the Water Management Branch's
Environmental Protection Program and the Skeena
Health Unit to implement controls in the zoning
bylaw to protect the aquifer.

Policy 1.1.2

» limit the type and intensity of development in and
adjacent to the waterfowl and wildlife areas shown
on Map 2.

Policy 1.2.1

* use the zoning bylaw to limit the type and
intensity of development which would adversely
affect community air quality.

Policy 1.3.1
* maintain height restriction criteria in the zoning
bylaw.

Policy 1.3.2
* consider establishing signage guidelines in the
zoning bylaw.

Policy 1.3.3

« encourage developers and government agencies to
retain visually appealing areas within the planning
area.

Policy 1.4.1
« apply the floodplain provisions outlined in the

zoning bylaw to areas identified on Map 4 and Map
7.

Policy 1.5.1

« use the zoning bylaw to restrict development on
and below steep slopes (30% or greater) unless
stability, safe soil bearing conditions, proper
drainage and prevention of erosion can be proved
by a professional engineer.







