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VICTORIA – Marine management took a significant step forward today, with the completion of 
plans under the Marine Planning Partnership (MaPP) for the North Pacific Coast; a co-led 
partnership between the Province of B.C. and 18 coastal Nations. 

The MaPP plans provide recommendations for key areas of marine management, including 
uses, activities and protection and will inform decisions regarding the sustainable economic 
development and stewardship of the coastal marine environment in the plan areas, which 
extend from Haida Gwaii to Campbell River on Vancouver Island.  

The marine plans do not address management of uses and activities that the Province 
considers to be federal government jurisdiction. Issues requiring federal government 
involvement would be subject to consultations with the federal government. MaPP is 
comprised of four separate but complementary sub-regional marine plans - Central Coast, 
Haida Gwaii, North Coast, and North Vancouver Island - that were developed collaboratively by 
all partners and were shaped by robust stakeholder advisory processes and engagement with 
coastal residents and other members of the public. This included public town hall meetings, 
extensive consultation with stakeholders from a variety of marine sectors, and guidance from 
members of the marine science and technical communities. 

The result is a set of innovative marine plans that will advance human well-being, economic 
opportunities and ocean conservation in a region boasting globally significant ecosystems. The 
MaPP marine plans include:

• Management objectives and strategies that support positive change and reinforce our 
approach to decision-making, stewardship, economic development and healthy coastal 
communities.

• Spatial zoning that identifies marine areas for special uses, protection and general use.
• Plan implementation, monitoring and amendment information which describes how we 

will move forward with the plans and how changes can be made. 

The Province and First Nations have been conducting resource planning in this area for many 
years, and extending this collaborative relationship to marine and coastal areas will improve 
consistency in the approach to resource management for the entire region. The partners are 
now focused on drafting implementation agreements for future action.
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“Today’s agreement between the Government of B.C. and 18 First Nations marks a milestone 
for the sustainable economic development and stewardship of British Columbia’s coastal 
marine environment. I look forward to working with First Nations as we move toward 
implementation. The marine planning process has been an opportunity to continue to build 
productive relationships with First Nations.”

John Rustad, Minister of Aboriginal Relations and Reconciliation –

“This collaboration recognizes the important role of coastal First Nations as stewards of the 
marine environment and as partners in supporting the health of coastal communities. The 
Marine Planning Partnership has engaged residents and stakeholders from Vancouver Island to 
Haida Gwaii, and is to the benefit of all British Columbians, now and for future generations.”

kil tlaats ‘gaa, Peter Lantin, President of the Haida Nation – 

“The marine plans are a significant step forward in protecting the oceans around us for future 
generations and ensuring sustainable use. The ocean around us is experiencing many threats 
including marine development, climate change, and unprecedented changes in productivity of 
fisheries. The marine plans provide a blueprint for adapting to these changes.  We congratulate 
the Province, our First Nation partners and our many supporters for their dedication and 
foresight in making this happen.”

Don Roberts, Chief Kitsumkalum Nation, Chair of the North Coast-Skeena First Nations 
Stewardship Society –

“The Marine Planning Partnership provides an opportunity for the Tsimshian and Haisla to work 
closely with the provincial government on managing marine activities and marine pressures in 
our territorial waters.  We now look forward to working with the federal government on 
marine issues that are of interest to the Tsimshian and Haisla, the Government of Canada, and 
the Province of B.C.”

Doug Neasloss, Governance Representative, Central Coast Indigenous Resource Alliance – 

“MaPP is an excellent example of what different levels of government can achieve when they 
work collaboratively toward the protection and sustainable management of our territorial 
waters. The Heiltsuk, Kitasoo/Xai’Xais, Nuxalk and Wuikinuxv Nations look forward to the 
implementation of the Central Coast Marine Plan and the continued commitment of the 
governance partners.”

Dallas Smith, President, Nanwakolas Council –

"Over the years our Nations have worked together with the Province to build a common land 
use vision that will lead to certainty and sustainability. These Marine Plans are a vital step to 
including the marine environment into that common vision."

Art Sterritt, Executive Director, Coastal First Nations – Great Bear Initiative –

"Our coast deserves the world's best stewardship! This will take strong leadership. These plans 
are a reflection of our commitment to work with B.C. and stakeholders to secure a strong 
future for communities and ecosystems."
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Learn More:

Full copies of the four plans and plan overviews are available at www.mappocean.org and at 
https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/tasb/SLRP/ (scroll to Coastal Marine Plans)  

The Central Coast Marine Plan and Overview is also available at: http://ccira.ca/ 

The Haida Gwaii Marine Plan and Overview is also available at: http://www.haidanation.ca/

The North Coast Marine Plan and Overview is also available at: 
http://www.northcoastskeenafirstnations.ca/

The North Vancouver Island Marine Plan and Overview is also available at: 
http://www.nanwakolas.com/ 

A backgrounder follows.

http://www.mappocean.org/
https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/tasb/SLRP/
http://ccira.ca/
http://www.haidanation.ca/
http://www.northcoastskeenafirstnations.ca/
http://www.nanwakolas.com/


Marine Planning Partnership regions

BACKGROUNDER
For Immediate Release
2015FLNR0074-000569
April 27, 2015

Central Coast Sub-Region:
The Central Coast plan area extends from Laredo Channel and the northern tip of Aristazabal 
Island in the north to the southern limit of Rivers Inlet and Calvert Island. Moving from the 
west, the area includes the shelf waters of Queen Charlotte Sound, hundreds of islands, and 
exposed rocky headlands which meet an intricate shoreline in the eastern portion of the plan 
area. The shoreline is cut by narrow channels and steep-walled fjords that contain ecologically 
complex estuaries, calm inlets and pocket coves. Its main communities include Bella Coola, 
Bella Bella, Ocean Falls, Wuikinuxv, Shearwater and Klemtu. First Nations partners participating 
in the Central Coast Marine Plan include the Heiltsuk, Kitasoo/Xai’Xais, Nuxalk and Wuikinuxv 
Nations. 

Haida Gwaii Sub-Region:
The Haida Gwaii plan area encompasses the archipelago of approximately 150 islands located 
100 kilometres offshore, west of Spaḵsuut (the mouth of the Skeena River). The chain of islands 
extends roughly 250 kilometres from its southern tip to its northernmost point and includes the 
communities of Ga̱aw (Old Massett), Masset, Gamadiis Llnagaay (Port Clements), Tll.aal 
Llnagaay (Tlell), Hlg̱aagilda (Skidegate), Daajing Giids (Queen Charlotte) and K’il Llnagaay 
(Sandspit). Boundaries for the Haida Gwaii planning area extent to around the middle of Hecate 
Strait and just south of Cape St. James (east/south), the international boundary with the United 
States (north), and the toe of the continental slope (west). The Gwaii Haanas National Park 
Preserve and Haida Heritage Site are included in the Haida Gwaii sub-region but spatial zoning 
for this area is being addressed through a separate planning process.

North Coast Sub-Region:
The North Coast plan area includes an impressive stretch of coastline that is indented with 
deep fjords and dotted with thousands of islands. It is a region of profound beauty, significant 
ecological diversity and remarkable cultural richness. The North Coast plan area extends from 
Portland Inlet to the south end of Aristazabal Island, where it has an overlap with the northern 
boundary of the Central Coast plan area. The western edge of the North Coast plan area 
borders the Haida Gwaii plan area. Prince Rupert, Terrace and Kitimat are the largest 
communities in the North Coast plan area, and support an overall population of approximately 
42,000 people. Participating First Nations in the North plan area include the Gitga’at, Gitxaala, 
Kitsumkalum, Kitselas, Haisla, and Metlakatla Nations, who are represented by the North 
Coast-Skeena First Nations Stewardship Society, in this planning process.

North Vancouver Island Sub-Region:
The North Vancouver Island plan area is home to the Kwakw’ka’wakw First Nations and lies 
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between northern Vancouver Island and B.C.’s mainland. There are many islands, inlets and 
fjords within the area, which is characterized by its natural beauty and biodiversity of species 
and ecosystems. Major water bodies include Queen Charlotte Sound, Queen Charlotte Strait, 
Johnstone Strait, Smith Inlet, Seymour Inlet, Knight Inlet and Bute Inlet The plan area includes 
the communities of Port Hardy, Port McNeill, Alert Bay, Sayward and Campbell River. Members 
of the Nanwakolas Council and partners in the MaPP initiative are: Mamalilikulla-
Qwe’Qwa’Sot’Em, Tlowitsis, Da’nakda’xw-Awaetlatla, Gwa’sala-‘Nakwaxda’xw, Wei Wai Kum, 
Kwiakah and the K’ómoks First Nations.


